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Media Information Update #3

Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council Improving Smallmouth Bass Spawning Success

· The Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council (EGBSC), in partnership with numerous inland lake and Georgian Bay Cottage Associations, is promoting spawning success of smallmouth bass through its “Bass Nest Creation Project.”  The project is being conducted and funded under the Ministry of Natural Resources’ Community Fisheries/Wildlife Involvement Program (CF/WIP).

· Spawning substrate (pea gravel) and instructions are provided by the EGBSC to partner cottage associations who in turn have their members provide the voluntary manpower required to construct the nests in front of their cottage properties.

· Nests are constructed adjacent to an “initiator”, which can be a large log, rock face or dock cribbing.  Where no natural initiator is present, one can readily be constructed in the shape of a campfire pit with surrounding rocks.  

· Council Coordinator Eric McIntyre commented: “We routinely have concerned people asking: ‘How can we help our fisheries?’  This is a simple yet effective project folks can participate in to increase bass production along their waterfront.  Aside from the biological benefits, it also promotes healthy lake stewardship and awareness of conservation needs of the resource.  When people have bass spawning off the end of their dock … they become very protective of ‘their babies’.”
· Last summer the project was run on a much smaller and experimental basis.  It elicited extremely positive responses from participants such that the Council has continued and expanded it as one of their flagship projects.  

· The project also includes an assessment component whereby volunteers will monitor future use of the nests.  Nests created this summer will not be used by spawning bass until late next spring.

· The Council wishes to recognize and thank Eckstein Masonry, Hall Construction and Hutchinson Sand and Gravel for their generous support of the project in providing the pea gravel.  

· For further information on how you or your cottage association can participate in the project, please contact Eric McIntyre, Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council Coordinator at 773-4218 or go to the Council’s web site at www.helpourfisheries.com.

-30-

For more information, please contact:

Eric McIntyre, Council Coordinator

Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council

(705) 773-4218
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EGBSC Coordinator – Eric McIntyre, 

beside a smallmouth bass nest constructed on land 

for demonstration purposes. 
