June 5, 2006
MEDIA INFORMATION UPDATE #1
Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council Formed
· In April 2006, the North Channel – Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council which has, since 1999, served as a public advisory committee for protecting and enhancing the fisheries resources of Georgian Bay grew into two new stewardship councils each with a strong focus on natural resource management in particular, on lake and fisheries stewardship. 
· One of these new councils - the Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council (EGBSC) - is based out of the Ministry of Natural Resources’ Parry Sound District Office and is thriving thanks to the financial and operational support of the District, the Upper Great Lakes Management Unit in Owen Sound through the Canada-Ontario Agreement Respecting the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem (COA), and the Ministry of Natural Resources’ Ontario Stewardship program.

· The area served by the new Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council extends from Severn Sound along the eastern coastline of Georgian Bay to the French River delta.  The stewardship council also has responsibility for encouraging good stewardship on the lands comprising the geographic townships bordering the Georgian Bay coastline.  

· Terry Crawford, chair of the original North Channel-Georgian Bay Fisheries Stewardship Council, will continue to guide the EGBSC in its new incarnation.  Parry Sound Area fisheries biologist, Eric McIntyre, will act as the stewardship council’s coordinator for the coming year. 
· The EGBSC has a number of projects lined-up for 2006.  Projects include:

· stocking and habitat enhancement to assist in the rehabilitation the Moon River walleye fishery;
· a workshop focused on lake stewardship;
· a smallmouth bass nest creation project with partners of the Georgian Bay Cottager Association (GBA) and inland lake cottage associations;
· Franklin Island Crown Land camping mitigation and monitoring project;
· assisting with MNR’s cormorant research and monitoring program; and, 
· introducing walleye at Shawanaga Landing for the purpose of creating a self-sustaining spawning population in partnership with Shawanaga First Nation.
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For more information, please contact:

Eric McIntyre, Council Coordinator 
Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council

(705) 773-4218 or www.helpourfisheries.com
Visit www.ontariostewardship.org for more information about Ontario Stewardship

 and www.on.ec.gc.ca for details about the Canada-Ontario Agreement 

Respecting the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem (COA)
