June 8, 2006
Media Information Update #2
Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council Holds First

Lake Stewardship Workshop
Cottage Shorelines – Keep Them Natural

· Georgian Bay and shorelines of inland lakes are under increasing recreation and developmental pressures.  Many of these pressures can detrimentally impact valuable fish and wildlife habitat, as well as compromising local water quality.

· On June 3, 2006, the Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council (EGBSC) hosted what the group hopes will be the first of a series of annual workshops to help cottagers and other shoreline property owners better care for the shore lands and waters of Eastern Georgian Bay and inland lakes.

· Representatives from cottage associations along the eastern shore of Georgian Bay (extending from Severn Sound to the French River delta), as well as inland lakes, attended the Lake Stewardship Workshop which was held in the Township of the Archipelago municipal office.
· The main objective of the workshop was to supply cottage association representatives with some key take home messages about good lake stewardship practices. 
· “We go to the cottage to get away from the city; we shouldn’t try to bring the city with us to the cottage,” said EGBSC coordinator Eric McIntyre. “By keeping our shorelines natural, we are also keeping them healthy.”

· Lake Stewardship workshop participants learned about a number of ways in which they could keep their cottage shorelines natural and, in many instances, actually reverse the negative effects of urbanized shorelines:

· Plant and maintain vegetative buffers along shorelines.
· Avoid placing lawns adjacent to shorelines.
· Steer clear of using fertilizers and herbicides on lawns.
· Ensure septic systems are operating properly.
· Choose the right type of dock and place it in an appropriate location along your shoreline.
· Rocks, logs and aquatic vegetation provide valuable fish spawning and nesting habitat.  Do not remove them.
· Vegetation is a natural and healthy component of shorelines.

· Workshop participants were also reminded that the burning of brush and household garbage is a source of uncontrolled air pollution in Ontario. There are health consequences, so it’s time to stop burning. It’s is a poor and environmentally unsound method of waste disposal.
· In addition to learning how to keep their cottage environments natural and healthy, workshop participants viewed a demonstration at the MNR-Parry Sound District Office waterfront on how to construct a smallmouth bass nest.  Participants learned how their cottage association membership could become involved in a partnership project between the Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council and the Ministry of Natural Resources to construct smallmouth bass nests along their cottage shorelines.  The Council wishes to recognize and thank Hall Construction, Eckstein Masonry and Hutchinson Sand and Gravel for their generous past and present support of the ‘bass nest creation project.’
· Another component of the workshop focused on learning to live with nature and featured two wildlife experts from the Ministry of Natural Resources. Their presentations were very helpful at dispelling much of the apprehension people have at co-existing with many of the wild creatures of the Georgian Bay area.
· MNR Species at Risk biologist Jeremy Rouse gave an excellent presentation focusing on several sensitive reptile and amphibian species in the area: the spotted turtle, five-lined skink, eastern hog-nosed snake, fox snake and the eastern Massasauga rattlesnake.  The highlights of Jeremy’s presentation were a live hog-nosed snake and a fox snake. Jeremy caused some apprehension when he released the hog-nosed snake with the assurance: “they don’t bite!”  That apprehension was greatly eased when many participants readily demonstrated a high level of comfort in handling the snakes.  
· MNR-Bracebridge bear technician Jodi Benvenuti spoke about bear biology and how people often inadvertently strengthen the association bears may develop between humans and food.  Jodi noted that approximately 80 per cent of all bear calls the Ministry receives can be prevented through the removal of improperly stored garbage and birdfeeders. She spoke about the Ministry’s “Bear Wise” program and how bears and people can best co-exist in harmony in cottage country. 
· The Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council would very much like to thank the Township of the Archipelago for their support of the stewardship council’s activities and for the use of the township’s council chambers for the workshop. 
· The EGBSC was formed in April, 2006 under the auspices of the Ministry of Natural Resources’ Ontario Stewardship Network (www.OntarioStewardship.org) 

For more information, please contact:

Eric McIntyre, Stewardship Coordinator
Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council

(705) 773-4218 or eric.mcintyre@mnr.gov.on.ca 
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Workshop participant Ted Simmonds of the Bayfield-Nares Islanders Cottage Association gets up close and personal with a fox snake brought in for demonstration purposes.  Ted commented: “Believe me; if I can do this anybody can – because I’m afraid of snakes!”
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